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105
Educators Engaged

50
Simulations

4,871
Students Participated

46
Schools Participated

447
Volunteers Engaged 

102,318
Instructional Contact

Hours

2024 IMPACT
SNAPSHOT

-JA Finance Park Volunteer
M&T Bank

- JA BizTown Student

“Just such a great experience overall and very eye-
opening for the kids to realize what real life things
they will need to deal with.”

“I learned how to manage money and customers,
while also seeing how subjects you learn in school will
help in real life.”

“This experience will have a positive impact on students
throughout their educational and adult lives.”

 -Fifth Grade Educator, Canal View Elementary,
Spencerport Central School District



The Paychex Junior Achievement Discovery Center is a reality-based learning environment
serving 4th through 12th grade students throughout the greater Rochester Region.  This
educational model is sequential and immersive, providing a relevant connection between what is
taught in the classroom and what is happening in the world of work, between “learning and
earning.”

Each program encompasses 13 lessons in the classroom, followed by a visit to this authentic mini-
city, with replica businesses and organizations that make up our community and our workforce. 

In JA BizTown, community volunteers guide students as they become active members of our local
economy.  Throughout the day-long experience, JA BizTown citizens perform jobs, run our local
businesses, open bank accounts, spend their earnings within a budget, elect a mayor and sell
services and consumer goods to each other.

A few years later in JA Finance Park, middle and high school students take on new lives, with
careers, families, credit scores and other adult obligations. They once again become active
members of our local economy, receiving guidance from volunteer role models to make the
financial decisions that support the lives they envision.

The Paychex Junior Achievement Discovery Center is developing critical financial self-sufficiency,
workforce readiness and entrepreneurial skills in youth, while helping to address many of the
most pressing needs in our community, including generational poverty and a lack of skilled
workers in a variety of industries.

Built to educate and designed to inspire,
students will see first-hand the boundless

possibilities available right here in our
Region.

INTRODUCTION



The importance of having a bank account.

How to deposit a check and use earnings to save and
spend.

How to be a responsible citizen, including the
importance of voting.

How businesses work together in a community.

The importance of teamwork.

2024 JA BizTown
IMPACT

SNAPSHOT

83%

JA BizTown citizens are surveyed before and after program
implementation. The following percentage said that JA
BizTown taught them:

On average, 79% of Biz Town students answered
skill/knowledge-based questions correctly after participating
in the classroom lessons and the simulation experience.

Students opening bank accounts at Five Star Bank

83%

89%

82%

83%

83%



The following students agreed or strongly agreed that their JA
Finance Park experience helped them: 

94%

2024 JA Finance Park
IMPACT 

SNAPSHOT

Understand how a budget works.

See the need for adjustments to a budget in order to
live within a particular salary.

Be better prepared for budget challenges when they
arise.

Be better prepared for college or the workplace.

Explore new career opportunities.

In addition, 93% of students said their interaction with their volunteer
during the simulation had a positive influence on their personal
development.

92%

90%

85%

91%



Caledonia Mumford Central School District
Gates-Chili Central School District

Greece Central School District
Keshequa Central School District
Pittsford Central School District

Port Byron Central School District
Rochester City School District
Rochester Prep High School

Spencerport Central School District
St. Pius X

St. Rita
St. Mary’s, Canandaigua

Wheatland Chili Central School District

2024 
SCHOOL PARTNERS



2024 
Paychex JA Discovery Center

Storefront SPONSORS

Consortium of Companies

Entrepreneurial Incubator funded
by

Colliers Engineering & Design
CPL

Fisher Associates
LaBella

M/E Engineering
Passero
Stantec
SWBR



Present your company to thousands of students through volunteer engagement and
sponsorship opportunities. Students will explore various career paths and gain valuable

insights into your business. 

EMPOWERING TODAY'S YOUTH TO BECOME
TOMORROW'S WORKFORCE LEADERS

Build your future
workforce prospects 

Engage your
employees

Expose your business
to future customers 

Make a lasting impact on
thousands of students 

GET YOUR COMPANY
INVOLVED 

“Support of organizations like Junior Achievement is central to our purpose at Paychex. We’re
incredibly proud to be part of bringing the first Junior Achievement Discovery Center to New
York State. The thousands of students coming through the Paychex JA Discovery Center doors
each year represent the future workforce. They will be developing the entrepreneurial
leadership skills that could one day help them open their own business and contribute to
building vibrant communities in Rochester and the Finger Lakes region.”
                                                                                                     - John Gibson, Paychex President and CEO

“A win-win for local company exposure and student hands-on experiences,
preparing them for future opportunities.”

-Athena High School College and Career Coordinator
Greece Central School District



Paychex JA Discovery
Center  Donors

CPL Architecture Engineering and Planning
Daisy Marquis Jones Foundation
The Davenport-Hatch Foundation
Paul DeCarolis and Family
Delta Air Lines
Phil and Kathleen DiPasquale
Jeff and Robin Donlon
Patty and Mike Draves
The Ebenhoch Family
Chhaya En
Ernst and Young
Finger Lakes Regional Economic  
   Development Council
Fisher Associates PE, LS, LA, DPC
Five Star Bank
Kathleen Fitzgerald
Florence M. Muller Foundation
Flynn
Kevin Flynn
Forma Network Solutions- Andy Forma
Tammy and Chris Gamble
Debra Gentile
George J. and Maude A. Peterson Memorial
Deborah G. Goldman
Jeffrey Gould
Jared and Megan Haims
George W. Hamlin, IV
Bill and Jill Hammond
Jason Hammer
Garth Hankinson
Brian Hart
The Family of JG Hickey

Anderson & Associates Wealth 
   Management
Alesco Advisors-James G. Gould
Amazon
American Packaging Corporation
Ames Amzalak Memorial Trust
Anonymous
Apogee- Mark Taylor
The August Family Foundation
John Baker
Paul and Jenna Battaglia, Jr.
Andrew T. Brady
Jim and Kristen Brennan
Jim and Susanne Bourdeau
Dave and Sue Brooks
Buckingham Properties
Camp Hard Hat
Canandaigua National Bank & 
   Trust Company
Katie and John Carroll
Scott Catlin
Cisco
Keith and Celeste Cleary
Dr. Robin Cole, Jr.
Colliers Engineering and Design
ComSource, Inc.
Constellation Brands
NYS Senator Jeremy A. Cooney
Don Cortina

The Paychex Junior Achievement Discovery Center is an unprecedented collaboration of business, industry,
education, foundations, individuals and government leaders, all coming together for a common goal: to keep

our community growing and strong in the years to come.



Paychex JA Discovery
Center Donors

Lori Hollenbeck
Sarah and Bob Hurlbut
J.M. McDonald Foundation Inc.
J.P. Morgan Chase
JT Jacus
Joseph and Irene Skalny Charitable Trust
Juniper Networks
Karpus Family Foundation
Bryan and Carolyn Kenny
Joe and Dale Klein
Jackie and Bernie Klos
Kilian J. and Caroline F. Schmitt 
   Foundation
Dolores and Brad Kruchten
Kodak
LaBella
Diana Lauria
Layline Advisors LLC-Mark Wyand
LeChase Construction Services, LLC
Nelson B. Leenhouts
Patricia Leva
LiDestri
Lightspeed Systems
Lisk Morris Foundation-G.W. Lisk 
Company, Inc.
Louis S. and Molly B. Wolk Foundation
Robert Luken
M/E Engineering P.C.
Dave Mammano

Mike Mandina
Mark’s Pizzeria
James and Michelle Mattick
John Marianetti
MDI
Nancy O’Brien and Scott Meizenzahl
Kenneth W. Metz
Tom and Betsy Metz
Monro
Monroe Community College
Jim Montanus
Phil Muscato
MVP Health Care
National Human Resources Association
New Energy Works
Lynda Kessler Newman
Nixon Peabody LLP
Michael and Kathleen Nuccitelli
Dr. Todd M. Oldham
Erin Onze
Michael and Andrea O’Sullivan



Paychex JA Discovery
Center Donors

Kip and Amy Palmer
Passero Associates
Patricia Mellon
Paychex Charitable Foundation
Nate and Molly Peck
Randy and Patty Phillips 
Rick Plympton
Price Waterhouse Coopers
Fran Pullano
R- Options, Inc.
RG&E -An Avangrid Company
Ted Heinrich and Laura Reitter
Ron and Kelly Ricotta
Tom Rogers
Dr. Lynn Rosen
Geoff and Janet Rosenberger
Bud and Joan Rusitzky
The Sabedra Family
E.G.Sackett Co.,Inc.
Sands Family Foundation
Bob and Michelle Schrader
Jennifer Shepker
SDN Insurance
Ann Stevens and William Shattuck
St. John Fisher University
Stantec Consulting Services
Steve and Debbie Sloan
Gayle and Bob Stiles
John “Dutch” Summers

SWBR
Amy Leenhouts Tait
Matt Tipple
U.S. Ceiling Corp
UR Medicine/Highland Hospital
Ed and Kim Vaquero
Matt Wagstaff
Waldron Rise Foundation
Rich and Charis Warshof
Wegmans Food Markets
William and Sheila Konar Foundation
William G. McGowan Charitable Fund,
   Inc.
Woods Oviatt Gilman LLP
Dr. Rama Yelkur



Junior Achievement of Central Upstate New York, Inc. is a local
affiliate of Junior Achievement USA, the nation's largest

organization dedicated to giving young people the knowledge
and skills they need to own their economic success, plan for their

futures, and make smart academic and economic choices. We
recruit, train, and mobilize thousands of volunteers from

businesses and the community to provide relevant, hands-on
experiences that give students knowledge and skills in financial

literacy, work readiness and entrepreneurship.

Junior Achievement of Central Upstate New York, Inc.
 200 West Ridge Rd., Rochester, NY 14615 

(585)327-7400 | info.jacuny@ja.org 


